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SUMMARY OF SUBJECT MATTER

TO: Members of the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
FROM: Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Majority Staff

SUBJECT: Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Markup

PURPOSE OF MARKUP

On Thutsday, February 12, 2009, at 11:00 a.m., in room 2167 of the Rayburn House Office
Building, the Committee on Transpottation and Infrastructure is scheduled to mark up H.R. 608,
the “Smithsonian Institution Facilities Authorization Act of 2009”; H.R. 813, to designate the
Federal building and United States courthouse located at 306 East Main Street in Elizabeth City,
Notth Catolina, as the “J. Hetbert W. Small Federal Building and United States Courthouse”; H.R.
837, to designate the Federal building being constructed at 799 First Avenue in New York, New
York, as the “Ronald H. Brown United States Mission to the United Nations Building”; H.R. 842, to
designate the United States Coutthouse to be constructed in Jackson, Mississippi, as the “R. Jess
Brown United States Coutthouse”; H.R. 869, to designate the Federal building and United States
courthouse located at 101 Batr Street in Lexington, Kentucky, as the “Scott Reed Federal Building
and United States Courthouse”; H.R. 887, to designate the United States courthouse located at 131
East 4th Street in Davenpott, Iowa, as the “James A. Leach United States Courthouse”; H. Con.
Res. 37, authorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for the Greater Washington Soap Box Detby;
H. Con. Res. 38, authorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for the National Peace Officers’
Memorial Service; H. Con. Res. 39, authorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for the District of
Columbia Special Olympics Law Enforcement Torch Run; and the Oversight Plan of the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure for the 111" Congress.



H.R. 608, THE “SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION FACILITIES AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2009”

Backgtound

H.R. 608 authorizes the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution to design and
construct laboratory space to accommodate the Mathias Laboratory at the Smithsonian
Environmental Research Center (SERC), in Edgewater, Maryland; to construct laboratory space to
accommodate the terrestrial research program of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute
(STRI), in Gamboa, Panama; and to construct a greenhouse facility at its museum support facility in
Suitland, Maryland.

Mathias Laboratorv at the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center

The SERC is a global leader in the study of ecosystems in the coastal zone. Founded on the
site of an abandoned 1930s dairy farm in Edgewater, Maryland, the SERC facilities include a mosaic
of farm buildings, the Mathias Laboratory, 10 temporaty trailers, an administrative building, and a
variety of lab support spaces. Neatly one-half of SERC’s employees and fellows conduct the
majority of their work in trailers.

The Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution requests authority to design and
construct laboratory space to accommodate the Mathias Laboratory at SERC. The 52,000-square-
foot replacement laboratory will be connected to the existing structure to provide an operationally
efficient and environmentally sustainable laboratory facility for SERC's research programs. The
project will eliminate the use of temporaty, unsafe trailers, address substandard, inefficient
laboratory facilities, and will substantially reduce the facility’s energy use and maintenance costs.

Terrestrial Research Program of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute

The STRI is the principal United States organization devoted to research in tropical biology.
Tropical biology is ctitical to understanding the role that tropical plants and soils play in global
climate change models and for enriching knowledge of tropical biodiversity. The research also plays
in an important role in finding untapped resources that add to the supply of food, pharmaceuticals,
and fiber of tropical regions.

The Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution requests authority to construct
laboratory space to accommodate the terrestrial research program of the STRI in Gamboa, Panama.
The STRI has outgrown the space available at its current facilities and this bill provides for
construction of a new lab in Gamboa, Panama.

Greenhouse Facility at the Smithsonian’s Museum Support Facility

The Hotticulture Services Division (HSD) of the Smithsonian Institution provides horticultural
setvices to the Smithsonian museums and units through planting for exhibits and special events, and
through development and management of the Smithsonian’s public gardens. The Smithsonian Institution
currently leases a 55,000-square foot greenhouse complex on the campus of the Armed Forces Retirement
Home (AFRH) in Washington, D.C., fot its hotticultural operations. The complex houses the Smithsonian
Institution’s wotld-class orchid collection and provides space to grow a wide variety of plant materials for



exhibits, gardens, and special events that would be costly or impossible to obtain commercially. The
complex includes 12 greenhouses, a small office for administrative and logistical functions, and a shade
house.

The AFRH is redeveloping the site that houses the Smithsonian Institution greenhouses.
The Smithsonian Institution’s lease expired on September 30, 2008, which created a need for the
Smithsonian Institution to find alternative space to house its horticultural operations. After
considering outsourcing, leasing, and construction options, the Smithsonian Institution determined
that the most cost-effective solution to maintain the orchid collection and provide needed plants for
the Smithsonian museums and gardens is to construct a new facility to house its hotticultural
operations.

H.R. 608, the “Smithsonian Institution Facilities Authorization Act of 2009”

H.R. 608 authotizes the Board of Regents to design and construct laboratory and support
space to accommodate the Mathias Laboratory at the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center
in Edgewater, Maryland. The bill authorizes $41 million to design and construct the facility.

The bill also authorizes the Board of Regents to construct laboratoty space to accommodate
the terrestrial research program of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in Gamboa, Panama.
The bill authorizes $14 million to construct the 53,283-square-foot facility.

Finally, H.R. 608 authorizes the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution to
construct a greenhouse facility at its museum support facility in Suitland, Maryland. The bill
authorizes $12 million for the construction of a new greenhouse facility which will support the
Office of Facilities Engineering and Operations of the HSD.

Prior Legislative and Oversight Activity

The provisions included in H.R. 608 were introduced as two separate bills in the 110™
Congress (H.R. 5492 and H.R. 6627).

On February 26, 2008, Representative Dotis O. Matsui introduced H.R. 5492, to authorize
the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution to construct a greenhouse facility at its museum
support facility in Suitland, Maryland, and for other purposes. On March 10, 2008, the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure reported H.R. 5492 favorably to the House. H. Rept. 110-545.
On March 11, 2008, the House considered H.R. 5492 and passed the bill by voice vote under
suspension of the Rules of the House. No further action was taken on this bill.

On July 29, 2008, Chairman James L. Oberstar introduced H.R. 6627, the “Smithsonian
Institution Facilities Authotization Act of 20087, to authorize the construction of the SERC and
STRI facilities. On September 15, 2008, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
reported H.R. 6627 favorably to the House. H. Rept. 110-842, Part II. On September 17, 2008, the
House passed H.R. 6627 by voice vote under suspension of the Rules of the House. No further
action was taken on this bill.



In the 111* Congtess, Chairman Oberstar introduced H.R. 608, the “Smithsonian Institution
Facilities Authorization Act of 2009”, on January 16, 2009.

Amendments

No amendments to the bill are expected at this time.



H.R. 813, TO DESIGNATE THE FEDERAL BUILDING AND UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE

LOCATED AT 306 EAST MAIN STREET IN ELIZABETH CITY, NORTH CAROLINA, AS THE “J.

HERBERT W. SMALL FEDERAL BUILDING AND UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE”

Background

H.R. 813 designates the Federal building and United States courthouse located in Elizabeth
City, North Carolina, as the “J. Herbert W. Small Federal Building and United States Courthouse”.

J. Herbert W. Small is a life-long resident of Elizabeth City, North Carolina. He is a
graduate of the University of Virginia Engineeting School, and the University of North Carolina
Law School at Chapel Hill.

Judge Small had a long and distinguished legal career, which would span for more than five
decades. In 1949, he served as Special Counsel to the Congtessional Committee on
Intergovernmental Relations. Judge Small later served as county attorney for Pasquotank County.
In 1979, Judge Small was elected Judge of Superior Court of the First Judicial District and served as
senior resident judge for seventeen years.

Judge Small is an active volunteer, serving on the Board of Director of the Albematle
Hospital, and the American Red Cross. He has received numerous awards and honors from the
Jaycees, the Boy Scouts, Volunteer Fireman, Chamber of Commerce, and the Rotary and Elks clubs.

Further, Judge Small served his country during World War IT in the U.S. Navy.

Judge Small is an outstanding mentor and volunteer. For more than five decades, he has
been an exceptional jurist and civic leader.

Prior Legislative and Oversight Activity

Representative G. K. Butterfield first introduced this bill (H.R. 1138) in the 110" Congtess.
On March 26, 2007, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure reported H.R. 1138
favorably to the House. H. Rept. 110-71. On Match 26, 2007, the House passed H.R. 1138 by
voice vote under suspension of the Rules of the House. No further action was taken on this bill.

In the 111% Congtress, Representative Butterfield introduced H.R. 813 on February 3, 2009.
Amendments

No amendments to the bill are expected at this time.



H.R. 837, TO DESIGNATE THE FEDERAL BUILDING BEING CONSTRUCTED AT 799 FIRST
AVENUE IN NEW YORK, NEW YORK, AS THE “RONALD H. BROWN UNITED STATES MISSION
TO THE UNITED NATIONS BUILDING”

Background

H.R. 837 designates the Federal building being constructed at 799 First Avenue in New
York, New York, as the “Ronald H. Brown United States Mission to the United Nations Building”.

Ronald Harmon Brown was born on August 1, 1941. His early school days were spent at
Hunter College Elementary School, a public school on Manhattan's East Side. He subsequently
attended high school at White Plains High School and the Rhodes School in Manhattan. In 1962,
Brown graduated from Middlebury College in Vermont. After college, he served in the Army
from 1962 to 1967, commanding several units in the United States, Germany, and South Korea.
Brown was discharged from the Army in 1967. After serving in the Army, he attended St. John's
Law School and began working as a job developer and trainee adviser for the National Urban
League. By 1976, Brown served as the National Urban League’s Deputy Executive Ditector for
programs and governmental affairs.

He left the National Urban League in 1979 to wotk for Senator Edward M. Kennedy, who
sought the Democratic Party’s presidential nomination. In 1981, Brown began a cateer as a lawyer
and lobbyist. In 1988, he was elected Chairman of the Democratic National Committee. From
1989 to 1992, he served as Chairman used his skills as a negotiator and pragmatic bridge builder to
help reunite the Democratic Party after its defeat in the 1988 presidential election.

"~ In 1993, President William J. Clinton appointed Ronald H. Brown as Secretary of
Commerce. During his tenure, Secretary Brown effectively utilized and expanded the role of the
U.S. Department of Commerce. Sectetary Brown was known for his amiable political style and
his deft skill in negotiations and, as Secretaty, he used these qualities effectively to promote U.S.
trade, expand foreign markets for American businesses, and spur domestic job growth and
economic development.

Tragically, on April 3, 1996, while on an official Department of Commetce trade mission,
Secretary Brown and 34 others were killed in an airplane crash in Croatia. The Department of
State had requested that Secretary Brown personally undertake the trade mission to highlight and
find opportunities for U.S. businesses to boost economic reconstruction of the war torn region of
former Yugoslavia. The trip itinerary included stops in Zagreb, the capital of Croatia; visiting
American troops in Tuzla, Bosnia-Herzegovina; and Satajevo, the capital of Bosnia. The trade
mission was on its way to Dubrovnik, Croatia, when the plane crashed on the coast of the Adriatic
Sea.

Throughout his life, Secretary Brown broke many bartiers. He was the first African-
American to serve as Secretary of Commerce and the first African-American Chairman of a
national political patty.

Congress has previously designated Federal buildings that serve as Department of State
facilities on four sepatate occasions. In 2000, Congress designated the Department of State
headquarters as the “Harry S Truman Federal Building”. P.L. 106-218. In 2004, Congress



designated the Foreign Service Institute as the “George P. Schultz National Foreign Affairs Training
Center”. P.L. 108-136. In 2005, Congtess designated the United States Embassy Annex in Rome,
Italy, as the “Mel Sembler Building”. P.L. 108-447. In 2005, Congress also designated the Federal
building in Kingston, Jamaica, as the “Colin L. Powell Residential Plaza”. P.L. 109-89.

Secretary Brown died in service to his country on a mission undertaken at the request of the
Department of State. Itis fitting and proper to honor Secretary Brown’s extraordinary service to his
country by designating the Federal building being constructed at 799 First Avenue in New York,
New York, as the “Ronald H. Brown United States Mission to the United Nations Building”.

Prior Legislative and Oversight Activity

Representati\?e Charles B. Rangel first introduced this bill (H.R. 1702) in the 108" Congress.
He reintroduced the bill in the 109" and 110™ Congtess (H.R. 1434 and H.R. 735, respectively).
Rep. Rangel also introduced separate legislation to name other Federal buildings in New York after
Ronald H. Brown in the 104™, 105", 106™, and 107" Congresses (H.R. 3560, HL.R. 29, H.R. 938, and
H.R. 1125, respectively).

H.R. 3560 and H.R. 29 passed the House but no further action was taken on these bills.
H.R. 938 was reported favorably to the House by the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, but no further action was taken on the bill. In the 108" Congtess, the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure reported H.R. 1702 favorably to the House. H. Rpt. 108-315. No
further action was taken on this legislation. In the 109" Congtess, Rep. Rangel reintroduced the bill
(H.R. 1434). No further action was taken on this legislation.

In the 110" Congress, Representative Rangel reintroduced the bill (H.R. 735) on January 30,
2007. On July 11, 2007, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure reported H.R. 735
favorably to the House. H. Rept. 110-230. On July 30, 2007, the House passed H.R. 735 by voice
vote under suspension of the Rules of the House. On December 18, 2007, the Senate Committee
on Environment and Public Wotks otrdered H.R. 735, without amendment, reported favorably to
the Senate. No further action was taken on this bill.

In the 111" Congress, Representative Rangel introduced H.R. 837 on February 3, 2009.
Amendments

No amendments to the bill are expected at this time.



H.R. 842, TO DESIGNATE THE UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE TQ BE CONSTRUCTED IN
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, AS THE “R. JESS BROWN UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE”

Background
H.R. 842 designates the United States Courthouse to be constructed in Jackson, Mississippi,
as the R. Jess Brown United States Courthouse.

R. Jess Brown was born in Coffeeville, Kansas, on September 2, 1912, and was the only son
of Ernestine and Joe Brown. He was educated in the Muskogee Oklahoma public school system.
He received a Bachelor of Education degree from Illinois State University, known then as Illinois
State Normal University, in 1935, and a Master of Education degtee from the University of Indiana
in 1943. He then attended Texas Southern Law School.

In the 1950s, as Associate Counsel for the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Brown filed the first civil rights
suit in Mississippi. The suit sought to enforce the right of black citizens to become registered
voters. In 1961, Brown represented James H. Meredith in his suit to be allowed to enter the
University of Mississippi. His victory in this case opened the doots of that university to all of
Mississippi’s citizens. While with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Brown worked alongside future
Supreme Coutt Justice Thurgood Marshall and played a major role in fighting discrimination in the
areas of transportation and other public accommodations.

Brown also served as counsel for the American Civil Liberties Union, where he successfully
obtained reversals of convictions of several black defendants due to discrimination in jury selection.
He also represented numerous black defendants in cases where the State sought the death penalty
and, as a result of these appeals, none of these defendants received the death penalty.

R. Jess Brown died in Jackson, Mississippi, on Januaty 2, 1990. R. Jess Brown will be
remembered as a brilliant attorney and civil rights leader.

Prior Legislative and Oversight Activity

Representative Bennie G. Thompson fitst introduced this bill (H.R. 4426) in the 109"
Congress. No further action was taken on this bill.

In the 110" Congress, Representative Thompson reintroduced the bill (H.R. 399). On
Febtuary 6, 2007, the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency
Management met in open session and favorably recommended H.R. 399 to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure by voice vote. On Februaty 16, 2007, the Committee reported
H.R. 399 favorably to the House. H. Rept. 110-20. On Match 7, 2007, the House considered H.R.
399 and passed the bill by voice vote under suspension of the Rules of the House. No further
action was taken on this bill.

In the 111" Congtess, Representative Thompson introduced H.R. 842 on F ebruary 3, 2009.

Amendments



No amendments to the bill are expected at this time.



H.R. 869, TO DESIGNATE THE FEDERAL BUILDING AND UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE
LOCATED AT 101 BARR STREET IN LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, AS THE “SCOTT REED FEDERAL
BUILDING AND UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE”

Backeround

H.R. 869 designates the Federal building and United States courthouse located at 101 Bart
Street in Lexington, KKentucky, as the “Scott Reed Federal Building and United States Courthouse”.

Scott Reed was born in Lexington, Kentucky, on July 3, 1921. He attended the University of
Kentucky College of Law whete he graduated with distinction. During his time at the college, he
was Editor-in-Chief of the Kentucky Law Journal and was awarded the Order of the Coif, the
highest academic awatd that can be given to a law graduate. ;

Duting his legal cateer, Judge Reed setved as an attorney, state judge, and Federal judge.
While in the practice of law, he was County Attorney for the Fayette County School Board and
served for six years as an acting Associate Professor at the University of Kentucky College Of Law.

From 1964 to 1969, Reed served as judge of the First Division of the Fayette Citcuit Coutt.
From 1969 until 1976, he served on the Coutt of Appeals of the 5th Appellate District. In 1976,
Judge Reed became the first Chief Justice of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, a position which
holds equal rank with the Governor. His opinions from the Supreme Court of Kentucky have
received national attention for their scholatly content and careful judicial reasoning.

In August 1979, Judge Reed was nominated by President Carter to serve as the United States
- District Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky. During his confirmation hearing, Judge Reed
was characterized as possessing a great sense of fairness and objectivity, practical legal experience,
and great respect for the law and its responsibility to our Nation’s citizens. On November 2, 1979,
Judge Reed was confirmed by the United States Senate.

On August 1, 1988, Judge Reed became a Senior Judge and he would continue to serve on
the Federal bench until his death in 1994. During his long and distinguished legal career, Judge
Reed was a frequent lecturer to the National College of Trial Judges, named to the Hall of
Distinguished Alumni of the University of Kentucky, and was a member of the American, Kentucky
State, and Fayette County Bar Associations. He received numerous honors including: the Algernon
Sydney Sullivan Medallion from the University of Kentucky; Doctor of Laws-degree from Northern
Kentucky University; Kentucky Bar Association Award for outstanding service; and the Henry T.
Duncan Award for leadership, integrity and professional conduct from the Fayette County Bar
Association.

Priot Legislative and Oversight Activi;y'

Representative Ben Chandler first introduced this bill (F.R. 4530) in the 109" Congress. No
further action was taken on this bill.

In the 110" Congress, Representative Chandler reintroduced the bill (H.R. 478). On

February 6, 2007, the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emetgency
Management met in open session to consider H.R. 478 and recommended the bill favorably to the
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Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure by voice vote. On February 16, 2007, the
Committee reported H.R. 478 favorably to the House. H. Rept. 110-19. On March 13, 2007, the
House considered H.R. 478 and passed the bill by voice vote under suspension of the Rules of the
House. No further action was taken on this bill. ‘

In the 111" Congtress, Representative Chandler introduced H.R. 869 on February 4, 2009.
Amendments

No amendments to the bill are expected at this time.
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H.R. 887, TO DESIGNATE THE UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT 131 EAST 4TH

STREET IN DAVENPORT, IOWA, AS THE “JAMES A. LEACH UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE”

Background

H.R. 887 designates the United States courthouse located at 131 East 4th Street in
Davenport, lowa, as the “James A. Leach United States Courthouse”.

James Albert Smith Leach was born in Davenport, Iowa, on October 15, 1942. Leach
attended the public schools of Davenport, Iowa, and received his Bachelor of Arts degree from
Princeton University in 1964. In 1966, Leach received a Master of Arts degree in Soviet Politics
from the School of Advanced International Studies of Johns Hopkins University, and subsequently
attended the L.ondon School of Economics.

Representative Leach began his public service career in 1965, as a staff person to then-
Congressman Donald Rumsfeld. In 1968, Leach joined the U.S. Department of State as a Foreign
Service Officer and then served as special assistant to director at the Office of Economic
Opportunity. In the 1970s, Representative Leach served in various capacities with the United
Nations, the United States Advisory Commission on International Education and Cultural Affairs,
and the Federal Home Loan Bank Board.

In 1976, Representative Leach was elected to the United States House of Representatives for
the 2™ District of lowa. He served in Congress for 30 years (1977-2007) and held numerous
chairmanships including chair of the Committee on Banking and Financial Services, the

Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs, and the Congressional-Executive Commission on
China.

Representative Leach holds eight honoraty degrees, has received decorations from two
foreign governments, and is the recipient of the Wayne Motse Integrity in Politics Award, the
Woodrow Wilson Award from Johns Hopkins University, the Adlai Stevenson Award from the
United Nations Association, and the Edger Wayburn Award from the Sierra Club.

In February 2007, Representative Leach joined the faculty of Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson
School of Public and International Affairs as a visiting professor.

Prior Legislative and Oversight Activity

Reptesentative David Loebsack first introduced this bill (H.R. 1505) in the 110" Congress.
On May 8, 2007, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure reported H.R. 1505 favorably
to the House. H. Rept. 110-132. On May 15, 2007, the House considered H.R. 1505, as amended,

and passed the bill by voice vote under suspension of the Rules of the House. No further action
was taken on this bill.

In the 111" Congress, Representative Loebsack introduced H.R. 887 on February 4, 2009.
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Amendments

No amendments to the bill are expected at this time.
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H. CoON. RES. 37, AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE GREATER
WASHINGTON SOAP BOX DERBY

Background

House Concurrent Resolution 37 authorizes the use of the Capitol Grounds for the 2009
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby on June 20, 2009.

The All-American Soap Box Detby race has taken place for mote than 60 years and is one of
the largest races in the country. The Soap Box Detby is a national youth racing program which
began in 1934. World Championship finals are held each August at Detby Downs in Akron, Ohio.
The All-American Derby youth program is administered by International Soap Box Detby, Inc., an
Akron-based non-profit corporation.

The idea of the Soap Box Derby grew out of a photographic assignment of Dayton, Ohio,
newsman Myron Scott. He covered a race of boy-built cars in his home community and was so
impressed with this event that he acquired a copyright for the idea and began development of a
similar program on a national scale. The first All-American race was held in Dayton in 1934. The
following year, the race was moved to Akron because of its central location and hilly terrain. In
1936, Akron civic leaders recognized the need for a permanent track site for the youth racing classic
and, through the efforts of the Works Progress Administration (WPA), Detby Downs became a
reality, Fach successive year, except the years during World War II, youngsters from throughout the
United States and several foreign countries have come to Akron with the cars that they have built
and driven to victory in their home communities.

The goals of the Soap Box Detby program have not changed since its beginning. The goals
are to teach youngsters some of the basic skills of workmanship, the spirit of competition, and the
perseverance to continue a project once it has begun.

The 2008 Greater Washington Soap Box Derby is scheduled to take place on Constitution
Avenue between Delaware Avenue and Third Street, N.W., in Washington, DC, on June 20, 2009.
The Greater Washington Soap Box Detby has been held on the U.S. Capitol Grounds since 1991. It
has attracted more than 50 participants each of those years. Participants competing in the event will
range from ages 8 to 17. The Washington, DC area race winners from each of the Stock, Super
Stock, and Masters Division Soap Box Derby races will meet in Akron, Ohio, to compete for
scholarships and merchandise prizes in the All-American Soap Box Derby.

Prior Legislative and Oversight Activities

Each session of Congress, Congtess authorizes the use of the Capitol Grounds for the
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby pursuant to a Concurrent Resolution.

_ In the 111" Congress, Majority Leader Steny H. Hoyer introduced H. Con. Res. 37 on
February 4, 2009.
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Amendments

No amendments to the concurrent resolution are expected at this time.
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H. CoN. RES. 38, AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE NATIONAL
PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL SERVICE

Background

House Concurrent Resolution 38 authorizes the use of the Capitol Grounds for the National
Peace Officers’ Memorial Service on May 15, 2009.

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation which designated May 15 as
Peace Officers Memorial Day, and the week in which that date falls as “Police Week”. Every year
since 1962, law enforcement officers meet in Washington, D.C., to patticipate in a number of
planned events which honor officers who have died the previous yeat. The first official memorial
service took place on May 15, 1982.

Each year since 1982, the National Peace Officet’s Memotial Service honors the Federal,
state, and local law enforcement officers killed during the line of duty in the petvious yeat, and ptior
years. This year, the National Peace Officer’s Memotial Service will honor the 140 Federal, state,
and local law enforcement officers who were killed in the line of duty in 2008. During 2008, 41
officers were killed by gun fire, 71 officers wete killed in traffic related accidents, and 15 women
were killed in the line of duty. While each officer death is a tragedy, the number of officer fatalities
dropped by nearly 23 percent in 2008, compared to the previous year, and fatalities were at one of
the lowest levels in 40 years.

According to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, there are more than
870,000 sworn law enforcement officers now serving in the United States.

Prior Legislative and Oversight Activities

Each session of Congtess, Congress authotizes the use of the Capitol Grounds for the
National Peace Officers’ Memorial Service pursuant to a Concurrent Resolution.

On Februaty 4, 2009, Subcommittee Chaitrwoman Eleanor Holmes Notton introduced H.
Con. Res. 38.

Amendments

No amendments to the concurrent resolution are expected at this time.
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H. ConN. RES. 39, AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA SPECIAL OLYMPICS AW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN

Background

House Concurrent Resolution 39 authorizes the use of the Capitol Grounds for the District
of Columbia Special Olympics Law Enforcement Torch Run on June 5, 2009.

The U.S. Capitol Police, along with the D.C. Special Olympics, will patticipate in the torch
run. The Law Enforcement Torch Run for the Special Olympics is an international series of torch
telays, run by law enforcement officers, leading up to each state’s or national Special Olympics
Summer Games. Law enforcement officers raise money in conjunction with their respective Torch
Runs for their local Special Olympics Program. Each year, neatly 50 local and Federal law
enforcement agencies in Washington, D.C., patticipate to show their suppott of the D.C. Special
Olympics. The U.S. Capitol Police will host a brief Opening Ceremony on the West Tetrace of the
Capitol Building. This torch relay event is a traditional part of the opening ceremonies for the
Special Olympics, which take place at Catholic University, in the District of Columbia.

The concept of Special Olympics began in the early 1960s when Eunice Kennedy Shriver
started a day camp for people with intellectual disabilities. From the expetience, it became clear to
Ms. Shriver that people with intellectual disabilities were far more capable in spotts and physical
activities than many expetts had believed. Today, mote than one million children and adults with
intellectual disabilities patticipate in Special Olympics programs wotldwide. For 37 years, Special
Olympics DC has provided spotts training for citizens with intellectual disabilities. Athletic
competition provides these athletes with increased confidence and self-esteem and allows them to
demonstrate courage and expetience the joy of spott.

Each year approximately 2,500 Special Olympians compete in the D.C. Special Olympics in
more than a dozen events. The event is supported by thousands of volunteers from the Disttict and

the region and is attended by thousands mote family and friends of Special Olympians

Prior Legislative and Oversight Activities

Each session of Congress, Congress authotizes the use of the Capitol Grounds for the
District of Columbia Special Olympics Law Enforcement Totrch Run pursuant to a Concurrent
Resolution.

In the 111" Congtess, Subcommittee Chairwoman Eleanor Holmes Norton introduced H.
Con. Res. 39, on February 4, 2009.

Amendments

No amendments to the concurrent resolution ate expected at this time.
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OVERSIGHT PLAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE FOR
THE 111™ CONGRESS

Backeround

In the 111" Congtress, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure will actively
review the activities of government agencies and entities under its jutisdiction. The Committee will
provide oversight to ensure that these agencies and entities implement the laws, programs, and
policies within the Committee’s jurisdiction in a manner that is consistent with Congressional intent
and the principles of good governance. As approptiate, the Committee will also investigate ways to
improve the overall performance and operation of the agencies and entities, and eliminate fraud,
waste, abuse, and mismanagement. Pursuant to Rule XII of the Rules of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure and clause 2(d)(1) of Rule X of the Rules of the House of
Representatives, the Committee is required to adopt its Oversight Plan for the 111" Congress by
February 15, 2009.

The oversight function is performed by the full Committee and each of the Committee’s six
Subcommittees. The Committee will continue to exetcise its oversight duties through its own staff
as well as through work performed at the Committee’s request by the Government Accountability
Office (GAO) and the various Inspectors General within their respective agencies and depattments.
Opversight activities may include heatings, briefings, cortespondence, repotts, media releases, and
public statements.

Prior Legislative and Oversight Activities

Each Congress, the Committee adopts an Oversight Plan by February 15 of the first session
of each Congress.

Amendments

No amendments to the Oversight Plan are expected at this time.
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