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The Honorable Jacob J. Lew
Director
The Office of Management and Budget

725 17th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Mr. Lew:

It has come to my attention that the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is pushing
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to eliminate half of the FAA’s Contract Towers.
While I appreciate that pursuant to the Budget Control Act of 2011 spending cuts are required, I
believe this necessarily means that cuts should be focused on inefficient and ineffective
programs. The FAA Contract Tower Program does not fall into this category and I therefore
urge you to reconsider.

First established in 1982, the FAA Contract Tower Program allows the FAA to contract
with private air traffic control providers to ensure the safety and efficiency of airfields at a far
reduced cost compared to air traffic control services provided by government employees. The
cost statistics for the program make a compelling case for the program’s cost-effective nature.
According to the FAA, during fiscal year 2010, the 246 towers in the FAA Contract Tower
Program handled 27 percent of atl U.S. tower operations (14.8 million operations), but accounted
for just 9 percent (approximately $126 million) of the FAA’s overall budget allotted to air traffic
control tower operations. In conirast, the 264 FA A-staffed towers that handled the remaining 73
percent of total tower operations (40 million operations), consumed 91 percent (approximately
$1.25 billion) of the FAA’s budget dedicated to that purpose.
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As part of Vice-President Gore’s National Performance Review, the FAA converted
ninety nine (99) FAA-staffed towets to contract towers, saving the federal government hundreds
of millions of dollars each year. A Transportation and Infrastructure Committee review earlier
this year determined that converting all remaining low-activity towers to the FAA Contract
Tower Program would achieve up to $140 million in annual savings. According to the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s Office of Inspector General, FAA Contract Towers provide
better safety performance at a fraction of the cost to the FAA compared to air traffic control
towers staffed by federal employees. I have enclosed a copy of the Inspector General’s report
for your review. The Inspector General is currently conducting a follow up audit and I expect
they will once again validate the cost and safety benefits of the FAA Contract Tower Program.

As you look to make cuts in the federal budget, I urge you to preserve cost effective
programs, such as the FAA Contract Tower Program. Even further, I believe the President’s
budget would be much better served by exploring cost savings opportunities that the FAA
Contract Tower Program offers the FAA; these opportunities make good budgetary sense,
preserve the safety of the flying public, and are in the taxpayers’ best interest.

Thank you for your attention to this important aviation safety and budgetary matter.

Sincerely,

O
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John
Chairman
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