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Good afternoon, Members of the Subcommittee, and welcome to Ontario, San Bernardino
County and the Inland Empire. My name is Gary Ovitt. I am the Fourth District Supervisor for
the County of San Bernardino, Board Member of the Ontario International Airport Authority and
a former Mayor of the City of Ontario.

The Ontario International Airport Authority was created in August of 2012 by a Joint Powers
Agreement between the City of Ontario and the County of San Bernardino. Its purpose is to
oversee the orderly transfer of the airport from the Cily of Los Angeles, and provide the
governance for the on-going operations of the airport.

Under terms of the Joint Powers Agreement, I joined Ontario City Council Members Alan D.
Wapner and Jim W, Bowman on the Ontario International Airport Authority Board as my district
includes the cities of Ontario, Chino, Chino Hills, Montclair and a portion of Upland, We are
very fortunate that City of Riverside Mayor Ronald O. Loveridge and President and CEQ of the
Orange County Business Council Lucy Dunn, have agreed to join the Authority as Board
Members representing the region.

Under the 2005 Stipulated Settlement Agreement signed by Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, a
champion of airport regionalization, growth of passenger and air cargo activity is a requirement.
That historic Settlement Agreement cleared the way for the billions of dollars in construction
projects now underway at LAX.

The City of Los Angeles can show its commitment to airport regionalization and encourage the
growth of Ontario International Airport by transferring Ontario International Airport to those
who have a vested interest in its success. Local control has proven to be more conducive fo
developing robust regional airports than frying to manage them from a city many miles away in a
different county.




Testimony of Gary Ovitt
Page 3

Ontario International Airpott is of great importance to all of Southern California. It deserves to
be managed by a multi-jurisdictional agency responsive and accountable to the entire region. I
believe the Ontario International Airport Authority will help the airport rebound from the neglect
of recent years while positioning itself for long-term growth consistent with the Regional
Transportation Plan of the Southern California Association of Governments, otherwise known as
SCAG.

Ontario International Airport does not serve the Inland Empire alone; its catchment area
encompasses some six (6) million people living in a 25-mile radius of the airport. Thousands of
air fravelers bypass Ontario International Aitport each day to get the flight schedules and fares
they seek from surrounding regional airports, increasing the traffic congestion and automotive
emissions. From my previous roles as President of the Southern California Association of
Governments, and a former County representative on the South Coast Air Quality Management
District, 1 can attest to the need of a successful regional airport to benefit the overall
transportation needs of the region.

One of the carliest proponents of a change in control of Ontario International Airport came from
the SCAG Regional Council. Comprised of 84 elected officials representing 189 cities, six
counties and six County Transportation Commissions, SCAG concluded that transferring Ontario
International Airport to local control is in the best interest of the City of Los Angeles and the
Southern California region,

In a resolution unanimously adopted on September 2, 2010, SCAG said the change of airport
sponsorship will enable the City of Los Angeles to focus its attention on modernizing LAX and
restoring passenger traffic fo pre- September eleven levels — essential steps to enable LAX
achieve its full potential as the City of Los Angeles’ primary economic engine. By transferring
control of Ontario International Airport to the Ontario International Airport Authority, SCAG
noted that Ontario International Airport will operate using the same proven structure as all other
secondary airports in the region. Each of these airports operates as low-cost secondary sites
under the control of an agency that takes responsibility and is accountable for its performance.

The San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors most certainly agrees with SCAG’s findings.
That is why we passed a resolution that Ontario International Airport needs to be managed by a
regional airport authority. As a critical piece of our economy, the entire region has come together
in support of the transfer of Ontario International Airport to the Ontario International Airport
Authority,

We greatly appreciate the interest, concern and support of this committee.

Thank you.




