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Chairman Mica, Ranking Member Rahall, Chairman Denham, and Ranking
Member Norton, thank you for inviting me to testify at today’s hearing.

As you all know, I spent 18 years on this committee working with you all in
a bi-partisan manner to conduct oversight on a variety of general
government management issues, but with an emphasis on the operations of
the General Setvices Administration (GSA). On Feb 2, 2010 I had the
honor of being appointed by President Obama to the position of Deputy
Administrator of GSA.

During my 18 years with the Committee there were many serious issues
that this committee addressed, but none rises to the level of wasteful
spending, and lack of management associated with the Western Regions
Conference. As Deputy Administrator, as a civil servant, and as a taxpayer
I share your anger and disappointment in GSA’s conduct.



When I first became aware of the excessive spending related to the
Western Regions Conference, I requested that GSA’s Office of Inspector
General conduct a review of the allegations. I am grateful to Mr. Miller
and his office for the work they did in uncovering and reporting these
abuses. I believe the Inspector General’s report warranted immediate
corrective action within GSA and I advocated for such action. I am
committed to working with Acting Administrator Tangherlini to restore
faith in the agency by not only members of this committee but also our
colleagues at all levels of government and most importantly, the American
taxpayet.

I'look forward to answering any questions you may have.



